Reasons to be cheerful - we are working for YOU
Bedford Indulges itself, in our biggest promotion yet

| | = - o 2 : More than 10,000 people hit on the www.comearaundlobedford.couk
We | C I I I TO new Bedford B websife to find out more about where o dine during the Indulge in
. iy | Bedford week., More than 1,500 actually visited restaurants under
fhe promotion.

Find out what's chmngln'g in Bedford
Town Centre over the next twelve months

Participating restaurants like Harpurs and Krakow reported a marked

1 increcse in frade during what is usuolly a poor time - especially given
n over to find ou’r more... - '- this year's post Christmas talk of recession
!.. = . = . ~ _
- antret Debbie Cave at Harpurs restaurant and bar was not a believer when
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BedfordBID was launched, However she has commended the Indulge
promotion, which boosted trade at her venue: "It was a good idea
and the brochure was briliant. Next year | would do it again.”

College signs up
with £50,000 of
BedfordBID Vouchers
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Making YOUR voice heard

Inside:

BedfordBID gives town businesses a powerful platform from which to put
College signs up across key messages to the Council and Government organisations whose
with £50,000 of decisions affect your business.

BediordBID Vouchers
Since being formed just three years ago BedfordBID s now consulted by

g 1 bodies such as the Bedford Borough Council (recently confirmed as the
The writing's P P e e oy
unitary authority), the Government-funded body Bedford Renaissance,
on the Wﬂ" Bedfordshire Police, national developers like 5t Modwen, national stores ensuring ( g
ke Wailrose and House of Fraser, major investors and many more. benefit from the funds.

All these bodies are putting the town cenire businesses higher up thel

Ind Ulge agenda thanks fo the work of BedfordBID

Inbedford iahiobpriish s W The wrifing’s on
slashing of the cost of street cafe licences from £3,800 to £250
What the papers say _ cutting crime by up to 70% in some business sectors the Wﬂ”
150,000 visitors o week to the Town Centre
* Bluecap-led promotions encouraging visitors to come back time & again ave en rm_id:: fc:llcr-.mrir'-.g
& BIUECCIF!E - * £100,000s directed straight into local shops via the BedfordBID Gift Voucher a street clean campaign in
BUSY as BE‘ES TV :'C{'_“lf:':l ﬂ_nd press coverage inviting people to come arcund to bedford r:r:mjunr:riin v.-iﬂ:x Bedford
* 10005 of hits on www.comearoundtobediord.co.uk where people can see orough Council and Beds
websites and details of all participating shops, restaurants and businesses ' It's not a problem

Lh can be 'l.‘.'.l|'u""‘¢'1 over-
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Remember, vou can contact

BedfordBID on freephone

BedfordBIDBEDB;e:slaﬂnr gy, W \ A ~ . i : 0800 013 0339
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What the papers say Bluecaps -
Busy as Bees

Yes you see Bluecaops at the
busy crossroads of Silver Street,
Harpur Street & Midland Road
- but cid vou also know thatl
in period of a quarter: they
offered advice 1o 10,000
shoppers, met with businesses
on 5,000 occasions and gave
out maore than 5,000 types of
marketing and promotional
materials. Al any one time four
or five Bluecaps are out and
about, working with the palice
tc prevent cnme, reporting
example of litering and loutish
behaviour and presenting
smiling face of Bedford fo
nNewCcomers

“Bedford hit the national headlines as a hot spot for
regeneration - and with great places fo eat”
The Times

“It's all systems go for town cenfire facelift”
Times & Citizen

“Revitalise the existing bus station areaq, including
Allhulluws car park.”

ire on Sunday on plans for the new fown
ZE ru’r e redevelopment

“Over Christmas and New Year Bedford again bucked the
frend - other towns reported sales falling 4 and 5 per cent.
Footfall and sales in Bedford were up by 2 per cent”
Central for Bedford Website

“Bedford is going to be the place to eat and drink”

Discover Magazine on the Indulge Inbedford promotion

“A prestigious prize has been awarded to Bedford's fown

centre manager for rejuvenating trade” Christmas Sales Boost

Times & Citizen during difficult times

A huge amount of work went
“Key to this success has been the team of Bluecaps who into the Hedf_ﬂlrri Christmas
visit 200 businesses a WEEK and deal with 7,000 public campaign with the result that
enquiries a month" footfall was up on average
Sceptre magazine on Award for Town Cenfre Manager 2 - 3 per cent whilst in other

towns the number of visitors
“Cafe society can flourish now in Bedford thanks to an fell. Two per Ctr"l may not
agreement beiween the BedfordBID and the Borough sound like a lot - but it does
Council to reduce license fees from £3,800 to £250" when you :.-Jna-.dc—rr. that
Bedfordshire on Sunday without the marketing

campaign there could have
“Come to Bedford and enjoy your festive shopping” been a five per cent drop In
Times & Citizen and Ouse Valley Magazine on Bedford's footfall as in other towns,
Christmas promotions Innovative schemes like the

BedfordBID Town Centre
vauchers helped and it will
make an even bigger impact
next year as awareness rises,

From drawing board to reality

A new dawn is here in Bedford - Bedford Borough Council, the proposed new unitary authority is
leading the way on developments such as Riverside Square and the new Bedford

West bus station/retail complex - these projects will change the face

of Bedford.

But there is no gain without pain. In the process of the
redevelopment at Castle Quay, car parking spaces have been
lost and there has been disruption fo local businesses. However
the result will be a bouyant “East” aspect of Bedford as the
shop and restaurants of Castle Quay attract more visitors.

When the work in the West is underway, and this includes plans
for a new bus station, there will be more short term challenges.

But there will be long-term opportunities too. BedfordBID is the best
chance existing businesses in town have of making sure their voice is
heard and that they share in the boom promised by all this long-awaited
activity,

BedfordBID

1 Lurke Street, Bediord. ME40 3T

Freephone 0800 013 OSSQ
Fax 01234 290946

nfo@comearcundtobediord.co.uk

www.comearountobedford.co.uk

If you have any issues you want BedfordBID to discuss contact us on freephone 0800 013 0339
Bustrations courtewy of Badiord Borough Counc
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